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Hot and Dry 
 
Seven days were suitable for fieldwork during the week ending 
August 5, according to the USDA, NASS, Michigan Field 
Office. Precipitation varied from none in the northeast and east 
central Lower Peninsula to 0.91 inches in the southwest Lower 
Peninsula. Average temperatures ranged from 3 degrees above 
normal in the southwest Lower Peninsula to 7 degrees above 
normal in the Upper Peninsula and northwest Lower Peninsula. 
Farmers were concerned about crop yields and field conditions 
due to the lack of sufficient rainfall in the State. Within the past 
week, many areas did not receive any rainfall. A farmer in the 
northwest Lower Peninsula mentioned that, “Corn is really 
suffering. Unless rain comes soon, we will be lucky to have corn 
silage.” Another reporter in the central Lower Peninsula said 
that, “Soil moisture conditions are critical! Most in this area 
report having to cut the second hay crop only in the hopes that it 
will produce a third cutting.” 
 

Field Crops 
 
Dry conditions continued across much of the State. Variable 
precipitation at the end of the week provided relief to crops in 
some areas. Corn condition varied depending on the amount of 
rainfall received. In areas that have received limited amounts of 
precipitation, the corn crop continued to show visible signs of 
stress. Soybeans continued to bloom and set pods in some areas. 
Oat harvest continued in many areas. Alfalfa re-growth 
continued to be short. Harvest of a second cutting was completed 
in many areas; a third cutting continued in areas where there was 
sufficient re-growth. Dry beans continued to bloom. Sugarbeets 
continued to add growth.  

 

Fruit 
 
The drought conditions have stressed young trees and newly 
planted small fruit across the State. Fruit sizing has been 
hindered in orchards without irrigation  Paula Red apple harvest 
will begin this week. Coddling moth trap catches increased. 
Blueberry harvest continued; Bluecrop, Jersey, and Elliot were 
the principal varieties being picked. Red Haven, PF12A, 
Starfire, Blazingstar, and Redstar peach varieties were 
harvested. Fall raspberry harvest began  Tart cherry 
harvesting continued in the northwest. Most growers are done. 
Grape veraison began in early ripening varieties. Grape berry 
moth numbers rose. Pears were 2.5 inches in diameter in the 
southeast. Plums began coloring. 
 

Vegetables 
 
Warmer temperatures continued to stress crops. Carrots 
continued to slowly progress. Harvest was slightly delayed as 
growers irrigated to help in sizing. Celery harvest continued 
with favorable development. Cabbage and lettuce harvest 
continued. Cabbage continued normal development at various 
growth stages where irrigation was available. Potato harvest 
continued for farmer’s markets. Potato Leafhopper numbers 
remained low with very little disease pressure. Sweet corn 
harvest continued with good quality. Fields were maturing at a 
rapid pace with the extended warm weather. Earworm and corn 
borer numbers remained low for the season. Watermelons were 
being harvested with good size. Cantaloup harvest continued. 
Cucumber harvest continued. The relatively few non-irrigated 
fields were in a stressed condition. Bacterial wilt and Downy 
Mildew were not a problem for most fields. Zucchini and 
summer squash harvest continued with no indications of 
viruses. Pumpkins were showing fruit in most fields. Powdery 
mildew was reported in some areas. Winter squash was 
affected by the high temperatures resulting in extreme daytime 
wilting. There were no signs of disease other than some angular 
leaf spot. Tomato and pepper harvest continued with reports of 
blossom end rot in some fields. Onions, leeks, and red beets 
continued with favorable development. Many fields were being 
harvested. Snap beans were in good condition, even in non-
irrigated fields. 

  
Soil moisture for week ending 08/05/07 

Stratum Very 
short Short Adequate Surplus 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Topsoil 
Subsoil 

67 
62 

30 
33 

3 
5 

0
0

 
 

Crop condition for week ending 08/05/07 

Crop Very 
poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

All Hay 
Barley 
Corn 
Dry beans 
Oats 
Pasture 
Soybeans 

32 
3 

25 
9 
7 

40 
21 

38 
8 

35 
23 
31 
38 
31 

22 
53 
28 
48 
40 
19 
34 

7
35
11
19
20
3

12

1
1
1
1
2
0
2

 
Crop progress for week ending 08/05/07 

Crop This 
week 

Last 
week 

Last 
year 

5-year 
average

 Inches Inches Inches Inches 

Corn, height 
 

71 
 

69 76 72

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

All hay, second cutting 
All hay, third cutting 
Blueberries, harvested 
Corn, silked 
Corn, dough 
Corn, dent 
Dry beans, blooming 
Dry beans, setting pods 
Oats, turning yellow 
Oats, harvested 
Peaches, harvested 
Potatoes, harvested 
Soybeans, blooming 
Soybeans, setting pods 
Tart cherries, harvested 

86 
22 
61 
89 
12 
0 

70 
30 
91 
43 
29 
3 

86 
65 
80 

74
12
35
75
6

NA
53
15
85
24
23

NA
83
45
72

75
23
42
93
19
4

96
62
95
48
22
6

88
61
87

74
13
41
81
9
2

72
37
95
38
17
2

84
49
92



  

  

Michigan Weather Summary for Week Ending 08/05/07 1 

Temperature Cumulative growing 
degree days 2 Precipitation 

Normal Station 
Maximum Minimum 

Departure 
from 

normal 
2007 2006 Normal This 

week

Last 
two 

weeks

Last 
four 

weeks 

Since 
April 1 Since 

April 1 
For 

month
Ironwood 
Marquette 
Stephenson 
Western UP 
 
Cornell 
Sault St Marie 
Eastern UP 
 
Beulah 
Lake City 
Old Mission 
Pellston 
Northwest 
 
Alpena 
Houghton Lake 
Rogers City 
Northeast 
 
Fremont 
Hart 
Muskegon 
West Central 
 
Alma 
Big Rapids 
Central 
 
Bad Axe 
Pigeon 
Saginaw 
Standish 
East Central 
 
Fennville 
Grand Rapids 
Holland 
South Bend, IN 
Watervliet 
Southwest 
 
Belding 
Coldwater 
Lansing 
South Central 
 
Detroit 
Flint 
Romeo 
Tipton 
Toledo,  OH 
Southeast 

90 
92 
96 
96 

 
93 
94 
96 

 
91 
97 
95 
93 
97 

 
95 
94 
94 
95 

 
96 
92 
90 
96 

 
98 
95 
98 

 
94 
94 
94 
98 
98 

 
92 
97 
91 
90 
92 
99 

 
96 
95 
94 
96 

 
95 
95 
96 
94 
93 
97 

48 
49 
46 
45 

 
46 
49 
46 

 
57 
46 
51 
41 
41 

 
45 
44 
45 
44 

 
51 
52 
57 
49 

 
56 
51 
51 

 
54 
46 
55 
48 
46 

 
51 
58 
52 
52 
52 
32 

 
53 
54 
56 
52 

 
62 
52 
55 
60 
61 
51 

7

7

7

5

4

5

5

3

4

5

1,560
1,488
1,579
1,539

1,588
1,420
1,440

1,695
1,605
1,598
1,555
1,585

1,592
1,617
1,576
1,597

1,784
1,704
1,821
1,738

1,885
1,740
1,802

1,726
1,666
1,882
1,679
1,709

1,797
2,035
1,990
2,132
1,953
1,947

1,798
1,834
1,905
1,863

2,065
1,874
1,826
1,868
2,031
1,885

1,590
1,460
1,645
1,548

1,562
1,468
1,448

1,706
1,615
1,650
1,656
1,613

1,685
1,687
1,703
1,684

1,817
1,706
1,821
1,765

1,870
1,745
1,813

1,795
1,785
1,881
1,750
1,812

1,765
1,989
1,933
2,020
1,942
1,901

1,848
1,881
1,940
1,940

2,135
1,855
1,967
1,896
2,114
1,984

1,258

1,075

1,425

1,378

1,562

1,631

1,616

1,759

1,741

1,722

0.08
0.00
0.00
0.05

 
0.00
0.04
0.01

 
0.00
0.04
0.07
0.03
0.03

 
0.00
0.00
0.01
0.00

 
0.01
0.00
0.03
0.03

 
0.13
0.04
0.05

 
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

 
0.90
0.11
0.27
1.84
1.12
0.91

 
0.06
0.52
0.29
0.32

 
0.59
0.04
0.60
1.42
1.21
0.65

0.37
0.56
0.00
0.27

 
0.00
0.15
0.05

 
0.00
0.04
0.16
0.68
0.17

 
0.00
0.07
0.08
0.05

 
0.01
0.01
0.56
0.17

 
0.17
0.51
0.61

 
0.00
0.00
0.21
0.00
0.19

 
1.79
0.33
0.87
4.55
2.08
1.77

 
0.70
0.80
0.64
0.61

 
1.69
0.07
1.55
2.60
2.97
1.98

1.28 
1.79 
0.68 
1.13 

 
2.32 
1.27 
1.43 

 
2.44 
1.38 
1.29 
2.19 
1.49 

 
1.25 
1.91 
1.56 
1.52 

 
0.86 
0.78 
1.02 
1.13 

 
2.49 
2.53 
2.35 

 
0.90 
0.73 
1.63 
2.62 
1.70 

 
2.20 
1.04 
1.35 
7.01 
3.09 
2.93 

 
1.26 
1.38 
0.83 
1.18 

 
2.47 
1.53 
3.11 
3.24 
4.16 
2.66 

8.22
10.94
6.93
7.09

 
8.33
7.17
9.10

 
11.46
10.66
6.03
7.19
8.47

 
12.30
10.71
11.61
11.07

 
9.67
8.10
8.70
9.76

 
12.22
12.61
10.86

 
7.41
8.39

10.38
10.92
9.38

 
9.25

10.22
8.78

15.12
10.89
11.27

 
8.09

10.10
10.30
10.27

 
10.67
12.30
14.56
12.57
17.04
11.44

 
 
 

13.37
 
 
 

12.55
 
 
 
 
 

11.77
 
 
 
 

11.85
 
 
 
 

11.87
 
 
 

12.93
 
 
 
 
 

11.80
 
 
 
 
 
 

13.68
 
 
 
 

13.48
 
 
 
 
 
 

13.00

 
 
 

3.69
 
 
 

3.53
 
 
 
 
 

3.11
 
 
 
 

3.12
 
 
 
 

3.60
 
 
 

3.64
 
 
 
 
 

2.93
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.18
 
 
 
 

3.36
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.12
 1 Issued by the USDA, NASS, Michigan Field Office in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Commerce, Michigan State University's Cooperative 

Extension Service, Agricultural Meteorologist, Department of Geography, and Crop Advisory Team ALERTS. 
 2 Growing degree days (GDD) is the sum of daily mean temperatures minus 50 per day, 86 maximum and 50 minimum. The GDD is accumulative from 

April 1. 
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